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Thank You for Your Support - Let's Keep Growing!

Thank you to everyone who has supported NOVA RPCV! We’re excited to share that our
community is growing—and it’s all thanks to you.

As we look ahead, we invite you to join or renew your membership or make a one-time
donation to help us continue building a strong, connected Peace Corps community in
Northern Virginia.



Join NOVA RPCV! Membership is just $25/year.

» Option 1 - join via Zelle. List “treasurer@novarpcv.org” as the recipient. Please list
“Treasurer” or “Richard Popp” in the name fields. Please note your name and whether
this is your annual dues payment and/or a donation.

» Option 2 — pay with cash or check at a NOVA event

e Option 3 - join via Connect+ (requires becoming a Connect+ member)

1. Visit Memberships & Donations | Peace Corps Connect+

2. Click “Select Membership” under the “Donations” section

3. Click “Proceed to Pay” then "Proceed to Billing Information" and enter your preferred
amount

(Note: $10 will be added by default—just factor this into your total.)

4. The listed timeframe is a system default; your donation will be processed as a one-time
gift.

Please help us spread the word—invite fellow RPCVs to join, give, and stay connected.

We look forward to a vibrant year as we continue to champion the Peace Corps mission
together!

With gratitude,

The NOVA RPCV Board

Upcoming Events



Fall Potluck Gathering Sunday, September 13th

Join us for our Fall Potluck Gathering on Sunday, September 13th at 5:30 pm! This event will
be held in the home of Dick (RPCV Nepal) and Anita Popp in Oakton.

NOVA will welcome Kristin Besch, Peace Corps’ Deputy Chief Executive Officer and her
husband. Most recently, Kris served as Senior Advisor in the Peace Corps’ Department of
Global Operations, where she oversaw strategic initiatives under the agency’s “Reimagine
Service” pillar. She previously served as Country Director in both Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka,
where she was instrumental in reopening the program after a 20-year absence. She has also
held senior roles including Acting Associate Director for Global Operations and Acting
Regional Director and Chief of Operations for the Office of Post Performance and Support
(OPPS).

Kris brings over 30 years of experience in strategy, program management, and organizational
development across public and private sectors. Before returning to the Peace Corps, she
directed U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and private-sector projects at
DA, led a regional microfinance network in Egypt, consulted for the high-technology and
travel industries, and worked for the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.

Her career began as a Peace Corps Volunteer teaching math in Eswatini, a role she still calls
the best job she’s ever had.

We will take the opportunity to mix and mingle while sharing a meal - bring your favorite dish
or cuisine from your host country. We encourage you to wear something that represents your
country of service.

Location: Home of Dick and Anita Popp in Oakton — address will be emailed before the
event.

REGISTER
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Join the National Peace Corps Association
(NPCA), Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of
Washington, DC (RPCV|W), and Northern Virginia
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (NOVA RPCV)
for Night at the Nats.

Join us on September 25th as the Washington Nationals take on the New York Mets.
Purchase your ticket, and join us for a fun night out at the ball park. Be a part of the Parade of
Flags by carrying your Peace Corps country of service flags across the field at Nats Park.
Bring your family and friends along to take pictures, hear your Peace Corps stories, and take
in the sights and smells of baseball.

3 easy_steps:

1. Purchase your tickets

2. Sign up to carry a flag (flag bearers arrive at the park at 5:30pm, enter through the ADA
entrance next to First Base Gate across from Dacha Beer Garden, get a wristband,
and wait in the service tunnel to line up and parade out onto the field).

3. Have fun with family, friends, and Returned Peace Corps Volunteers representing
countries around the world!

Nationals Park is located at 1500 South Capitol Street SE, Washington, DC 20003.
See you at the park!

REGISTER

Strengthening Youth
Resiliency!

On July 30 NOVA RPCV met with 15 youth
(8th-12th grade) as part of the DC Marion
Barry Summer Youth Employment Program
(SYEP) at the City Kids Wilderness Project.
RPCV Richard Donahue (Kiribati 2001—
2004/Liberia 2013-2014), Scotty Fristoe
(Belize 2019-2020) and Lauren Littles
(Mozambique 2017-2019) shared highlights
of their time in-country and a short video on
serving as a volunteer.

Students learned about Peace Corps’
mission and goals, how to volunteer and the
benefits of Peace Corps service. Each
identified the program sector and country
which intrigued them and we were delighted
to learn the mothers of two of the students
had served with Peace Corps in Madagascar
and Togo! Celebrating the custom of Kiribati,
an island in the Pacific Islands, students and
teachers danced to songs from the Pacific
Islands donning lava lavas, a traditional
piece of clothing from Polynesia and other




Other RPCV events —
Peace Corps
Community for
Refugees August 25
meeting

August 2026 Informal Conversation —
Advocating for Immigrants and Refugees

Date : August 25, 2026, 8:00 - 9:00 pm

Immigrants and Refugees in the US face
many challenges, many caused by poor
government policies and laws. We urge
RPCVs to make efforts to improve legal
measures in their cities, states, and the
country. Let’s discuss how we might be able
to help on urgent refugee issues.

Join us in sharing resources and information
in an informal online setting starting at 8 pm
Eastern Standard time.

pccdrefugees.org/monthly-informal-
conversation-august-2026/

Pacific islands made from a single
rectangular cloth worn wrapped around the
waist like a skirt or Kkilt.

The project is a DC-based youth
development 501(c)(3) nonprofit that offers
seven (7) consecutive years of entirely
FREE out-of-school time programs focused
on utilizing outdoor spaces and experiences
to build social, emotional, leadership, and

college and career readiness skills to small
cohorts of DC-based middle and high school
youth in both the DMV area and Jackson
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Join NOVA RPCV for a
docent-led tour of
Lorton Prison Museum
on Sept. 26th!

Fellow RPCVs,

Join us for a Lorton Prison Museum tour on
Saturday, September 26th at the Workhouse
Arts Center in Lorton, VA — a former DC
prison (1910-2001) with a striking 91-year
history, starting with Teddy Roosevelt's
progressive-era reforms, the 1917 suffragist
imprisonment (a catalyst for the 19th
Amendment), Duke Ellington-led jazz
festivals, and decades of incarceration
stories spanning the best and worst
examples of managing a prison.

Our guide, Elizabeth McGovern Assink
(Malawi '94—'96 / UN Volunteer — Bosnia
'96—'98), left federal service in 2025 after 25
years that included Peace Corps and State
Department service. In retirement, she has
become a volunteer Lorton Prison Museum




Reston Multicultural
Festival on Sept. 19t"

The Reston Multicultural Festival is a
celebration of Reston’s diversity and
community

spirit. This annual event brings together the
people of Reston to celebrate our rich
medley of cultures. The Northern Virginia
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers
organization is hosting a booth at the festival
to promote friendship & world peace.

We’ve had a booth since 2013!

NOVA RPCV will have a canopy titled ‘Map
your PC Country and/or Country of

ancestry’ & 'Take a photo at our Photo Booth'
plus information & Peace Corps items
(stickers,

bookmarks) to promote friendship & world
peace. NOVA RPCV members, please
register for a 2-hour timeslot.

Sat 9/19 from 11-6
Reston Town Square Park, 11900 Market St,
Reston, VA 20190, USA

Please wear cultural clothing from your
country of service or a Peace Corps shirt.

docent. On the tour, she'll highlight the
prison's "volunteers" and draw surprising
parallels to Peace Corps service and
international aid work.

Today the prison is also a comprehensive
arts center. The former dormitories are now
studios where you can talk with the artists as
they work.

Schedule:

e 12:00 PM -- (on your own) you may
visit the art studios.

e 3:00 PM — RPCV Campus walking
tour ending at the Cell Block and
Suffragist Galleries. Tour will begin at
LOVE sign on historical campus
quad. Ifit rains, will still give tour, just
more inside.

» 4:30 PM — Social at Bunnymen's
Brewery, on-campus (not the other
regional locations!). Plenty of food
and seating. Be sure to learn the
urban legend.

Cost: $10/person suggested donation for the
museum. The funds support civic education
and outreach. The Workhouse is

a 501c3 and donations are tax deductible.

Location: 9518 Workhouse Way Lorton, VA
22079

BUNNYMAN BREWING

Great way to learn about Virginia's history,
enjoy beautiful artwork and meet some
fellow RPCVs over a fun meal/drink! Hope
you will join us!

REGISTER



“What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide
what kind of difference you want to make.”

— Jane Goodall

Past Events

Peace Corps RPCV
Open House

On July 17th, NOVA RPCV attended Peace
Corps’ RPCV Open House to learn about
Peace Corps’ recruitment efforts by
Associate Director of the Office of Volunteer
Recruitment and Selection David Walker and
meet with fellow RPCVs.

Connect Conference

On July 18th and 191", NOVA RPCV
participated in Peace Corps Connect, an
annual conference bringing together RPCVs
from across the country. NOVA RPCV was
out in full force including 2 beloved founding
members of NOVA MaryJo Smrekar and
Randy Adams, now living in Sarasota.

Focused on peacebuilding, the Connect
Conference offered a Pathways track for
recently returned volunteers on networking
and career building, in addition to sessions
on Service. Jason Carter, President Jimmy
Carter’s grandson who served as a PCV in
South Africa inspired the audience with his
stories of service as a young man in South
Africa and his work with the Carter Center.
In a touching ceremony Jonathan Pearson
was recognized as Advocacy Man of the
Year for his 22 years of service and Jim
Rupert moderated a panel on peacebuilding
in our community and world-wide.



Advocacy Day on the
Hill

The Connect Conference concluded with a
very successful day of advocacy on Capitol

Hill. On July 20", NOVA RPCV joined more
than 150 members of the National Peace
Corps Association (NPCA) for their annual
advocacy day, participating in 150 meetings
with lawmakers and staff from 35 states.
NOVA RPCV encouraged lawmakers

to increase funding for the Peace Corps, and
to recognize and honor the nearly quarter-
million volunteers who have served our
nation over the past 65 years.

Post-Conference Happy
Hour hosted by NOVA
RPCV at Pink Tiger on
the Wharf!

NOVA RPCYV hosted a very well-attended
post-conference happy hour at Pink Tiger on
the wharf, fostering connection and long-
term friendships. So great to connect with
old & new RPCYV friends and share our
stories!

Peace Corps News

On July 16th, Representative Scott Perry (R-PA) chose not to pursue his proposed
amendment which called for eliminating all $410.5 million proposed for the Peace

Corps in FY 2027.



Thanks to all members and friends of the Peace Corps community who responded to this call
to action. Approximately 10,000 messages from members and friends of the Peace Corps
community reached out to virtually every House member in every state, to voice opposition to
this amendment. Thank you for taking action and speaking out when Peace Corps’ future is
threatened.
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Wednesday, July 8, 2026
Peace Corps returns to the Republic of Palau with first volunteers since 2018

KOROR, Palau — The Peace Corps marked its official return to the Republic of Palau with a
swearing-in ceremony in Koror today for nine volunteers—the first cohort to serve in the
Pacific Island nation since 2018. The agency’s return after an eight-year absence reaffirms
the longstanding partnership between the people of Palau and the United States.

President of Palau Surangel S. Whipps Jr. attended the event at the Ngatpang Community
Center, joined by officials from the Palau Ministry of Education. Whipps welcomed the return
of the Peace Corps, highlighting the profound impact volunteers have had on Palau’s
education and community development since 1966.

“For generations, Peace Corps Volunteers have worked hand in hand with our local
communities to build our education sector, protect our environment, and develop sustainable
tourism. Today is truly a celebration of the revival of this partnership. Your focus on supporting
English literacy and helping our local teaching force is exactly what our schools and our
children need right now,” said President Whipps in his swearing-in ceremony address.

U.S. Embassy Koror’s Chargé d’Affaires Shankar Rao also delivered remarks saying, “These
Peace Corps Volunteers will not only support communities across Palau but also deepen the
enduring partnership between our two nations through mutual learning, respect and shared
purpose.”

Over the next two years, the volunteers will work alongside Palauan educators to support
English literacy learning in elementary schools. As the language of opportunity and
commerce, English skills are fundamental to the country’s future economic growth and
stability. In addition to supporting literacy and English language proficiency, volunteers will
work on secondary projects that address community priorities such as food security,
community health, environmental education and youth development.

Peace Corps - Peace Corps returns to the Republic of Palau with first volunteers since 2018



Interested in Advocacy, Community Service and
Member engagement? Consider joining us!

NOVA RPCYV is recruiting for a few positions on its Board of Directors.

NOVA RPCV Board Volunteer - Advocacy Chair

NOVA RPCV is seeking a volunteer to serve as Advocacy Chair. This appointed Board
position helps connect our Northern Virginia RPCV community with opportunities to support
and strengthen Peace Corps, the Peace Corps community, and the values of international
service.

The Advocacy Chair serves as NOVA RPCV'’s lead point of contact on advocacy-related
issues and helps members stay informed and engaged.

Responsibilities include:

» Monitoring key Peace Corps developments, including federal funding, legislation,
leadership appointments, agency initiatives, and issues affecting Volunteers and
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers.

» Providing regular advocacy updates to the NOVA RPCV Board and membership
through board meetings, newsletters, and other communications.

» Serving as a liaison with the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) and staying
connected with national advocacy priorities and opportunities.

» Representing NOVA RPCV, when available, at Peace Corps, NPCA, congressional,
and community advocacy events.



« Sharing opportunities for members to engage with elected officials and support
initiatives that strengthen Peace Corps and its mission.

« Coordinating with other Board members to highlight advocacy efforts through events,
communications, and Third Goal activities.

The Advocacy Chair is appointed by the President and serves a two-year term as a member
of the NOVA RPCV Board.

Interested members are invited to submit a brief Expression of Interest describing their
background, interest in advocacy, and ideas for supporting Peace Corps and the RPCV
community.

If you’re interested, please submit a brief Expression of Interest to
novarpcv@gmail.com by August 30th, 2026.
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NOVA RPCV Board Volunteer — Social Chair

NOVA RPCV is seeking a volunteer to serve as Social Chair. The Social Chair plans,
promotes, and coordinates social activities that foster connections among Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers, former Peace Corps staff, and the broader Peace Corps community. The
Social Chair works collaboratively with the Board and other committee chairs to organize
gatherings, networking events, cultural celebrations, and other opportunities that strengthen
member engagement and build an inclusive, welcoming community. This officer helps ensure
that members—new and longtime alike—have meaningful opportunities to connect, volunteer,
and participate in the life of NOVA RPCV.

The Social Chair is appointed by the President and serves a two-year term as a member of
the NOVA RPCV Board.

Interested members are invited to submit a brief expression of interest (EOI) describing their
background, interest in coordinating social activities, and ideas for supporting Peace Corps
and the RPCV community.

If you're interested, please submit a brief EOl to novarpcv@gmail.com by August 30th,
2026.
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NOVA RPCV Board Volunteer — Community
Service Chair

The Northern Virginia Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (NOVA RPCV) Board is seeking a
volunteer Community Service Chair to help coordinate local service activities and advance
the Peace Corps Third Goal—sharing host country cultures and experiences with
communities in the United States.

This role helps connect RPCVs with meaningful service opportunities while strengthening
NOVA RPCV’s engagement across Northern Virginia.

The Community Service Chair would:

Coordinate local volunteer projects (e.g., trail cleanups, service days, food drives)
Identify and develop community partnerships with local organizations

Support activities that promote the Peace Corps Third Goal

Work with the Board to plan community-focused events and outreach

Help recruit volunteers and track participation in service activities

Collaborate with the Communications team to promote opportunities and share
highlights



Examples of recent NOVA RPCYV service activities include environmental cleanups, refugee
support initiatives, and participation in local multicultural events.

This is a volunteer position with flexible time commitment depending on project activities.

If you’re interested, please submit a brief Expression of Interest to
novarpcv@gmail.com by August 30th, 2026.
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NOVA RPCV Board Volunteer — Interim
Membership Chair (Data & Systems)

NOVA RPCV is seeking a volunteer to serve as Interim Membership Chair (Data & Systems)
while our current Membership Chair is deployed out of state over the next quarter.

This role helps maintain accurate membership records and supports the Board in managing
membership data and engagement through our Connect+ system.

The Interim Membership Chair would:

+ Review and approve membership requests in Connect+

Maintain and periodically extract membership data for Board use

Support membership outreach and renewal reminders

Coordinate with the Communications team on membership updates

Assist with membership data related to events and elections as needed

» Help identify opportunities to improve membership tracking and engagement

This role is well suited for someone who enjoys data organization, systems management, and
community engagement.

This is a volunteer position and may be structured as an interim or co-chair role.

If you are interested, please submit a brief Expression of Interest (EOI) to
novarpcv@gmail.com by August 30th, 2026.

This opportunity is separate from the current Board elections. As with all Chair roles, this
position is appointed by the President.



Recognize Peace Corps
Volunteers—past and
present—with a
Congressional Gold
Medal!

Take Action to Support the Peace Corps in
Congress. The Peace Corps is approaching
its 65th anniversary — a perfect time to
honor its legacy and Volunteers with a
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian honor from Congress.

Just prior to the government shutdown, a bill
was introduced to Congress. The bipartisan
Peace Corps Congressional Gold Medal Act
of 2025 (H.R. 5521) would award the
Congressional Gold Medal to all Peace
Corps Volunteers, past and present,
recognizing over six decades of global
impact and partnership. This initiative not
only honors history, it also reinvigorates
America’s commitment to national service.
The Peace Corps needs more Volunteers,
and this recognition helps elevate
awareness, pride, and recruitment for our
next generation of grassroots ambassadors
and peacemakers.

Peace Corps family, if you can, please send
a message to your Representative urging
them to cosponsor H.R. 5521: Recognize
Peace Corps Volunteers with a
Congressional Gold Medal | National Peace
Corps Association

Before sending a message, you can read the
full bill text here: Text - H.R.5521 - 119th
Congress (2025-2026): Peace Corps
Volunteers Congressional Gold Medal Act of
2025 | Congress.gov | Library of Congress

Thank you for honoring Peace Corps so we
may continue to inspire and engage new
Volunteers!
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rps Volunteer

Do you love to share stories? Wear your
traditional outfits from when you served
overseas? If so, please sign up with Fairfax
County Public Schools (FCPS).

FCPS is seeking speakers from our NOVA
RPCV community interested in sharing their
experience and in-depth understanding of
the communities where they served. This
will “promote a better understanding of other
peoples on the part of Americans” -- Peace
Corps’ Third Goal.

Opportunities include showcasing your
Peace Corps experience and the
country/region you served during a cultural
heritage night or perhaps giving a short
presentation on various topics (i.e. how you
used foreign language overseas; ancient
Mali; knowledge of a particular region;
information on a subject you're comfortable
addressing -- environmental protection, civic
education, etc). Please share your info and
proposed topics in this form Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers - Third Goal Opportunities
(only shared with FCPS staff). FCPS will
contact you.

Thank you for sharing your Peace Corps
experience with Fairfax County Public
School students!

Virtual service and other opportunities!



For those who are nearing retirement or
have time, please do consider Peace Corps
virtual service or Peace Corps response.

Peace Corps - Serve Online Through
Peace Corps Virtual Service Pilot

Peace Corps - Short Term, Skilled
Volunteering with Peace Corps Response

Join Peace Corps Connect+!

NOVA RPCYV has hundreds of members but only a handful have registered on Connect+. We
need your help to encourage all our members to register! Connect+ is the brand-new virtual
village for the entire Peace Corps community. Reconnect with fellow RPCVs; build your
personal & professional network; contribute to conversations, join a group, find the latest
news and network with the global Peace Corps community. We are stronger together!

It's a great way to connect/network! When joining Connect+ you can also become a member
of the Northern Virginia Returned Peace Corps Volunteer group! If you need help to register,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to mail@novarpcv.org. Why wait?
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How you can help!



You can help recruit the next generation of Volunteers by sharing your unique Peace Corps
experience and how it continues to impact your life and career. Connect with your local
community through service groups, libraries, school activities and social media networks.
Your story has the power to inspire the next generation of Peace Corps Volunteers. Sign up
on the RPCV Portal to be part of Peace Corps’ Global Connections Program and become
part of the network of RPCVs available to share your story with communities in the U.S.

Best Wishes to Social Chair Udit Kumar!

We extend our best wishes to Social Chair Udit Kumar as he
steps down from the NOVA Board. Reflecting on his time
with Peace Corps, Udit shared, “Some of my favorite times
with Peace Corps include: seeing the city come alive for the
Korca beer fest when | lived in Albania; sharing stories from
my Peace Corps service and insights on Albanian culture
with NOVA RPCV members and traveling to Eswatini to
recruit individuals when | worked with Peace Corps in
Washington. My colleagues made it a very memorable visit.”

Thank You for Your Support — Let’s Keep Growing!

We invite you to join or renew your membership or make a

one-time donation to help us continue building a strong,
connected Peace Corps community in Northern Virginia.
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