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Franconia District Supervisor Lusk thanks RPCVs!

"Thank you to the Returning Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) and Jefferson Manor
neighbors who planted 65 native trees, in addition to various perennials, at Jefferson Manor
Park on April 26. This number signifies the 65th anniversary of the Peace Corps.

The native species will provide wildlife corridors and shade while sequestering carbon to
combat climate change. Fairfax ReLeaf donated the native saplings and Fairfax County Park
Authority provided the perennials from native plant nursery Earth Sangha."

The Lusk Report May 1, 2026




Photograph from the 1910s of immigrants passing by the Statue of Liberty as they enter the
United States.

Upcoming Events!

NOVA RPCV-Led Community Forum “HOT
TOPICS” Series

NOVA RPCVs are leading a “Hot Topics” series at the Reston Library. The first one will be on
Immigration on June 10th - please see the information below. RPCVs and members of the
public are invited to participate. We are also looking for experts to lead discussions on other
topics such as Health Care, the Economy, Environment, etc. If you are interested in leading a



public forum with the aim of promoting civil discourse, please contact Kamana Mathur
at rpcvkamana@gmail.com.

IMMIGRATION: Why We Need it and How To Fix It
June 10, 2026 6-8 pm, Reston Library

The first step in bridging the national divide and building community is communication and
making a real effort to understand one another. We cannot do so if we continue to live in our
separate worlds and avoid talking about the issues that really matter.

Northern Virginia Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (NOVA RPCVs) have served around the
world adapting to different cultures to work alongside and help local communities. This
discussion is part of the group’s effort to raise awareness of diverse viewpoints and facilitate
communication in our own neighborhoods. In an era of extreme division, getting together and
talking - and more importantly listening to each other - about our needs and desires, about
our aspirations for the future, and about how we can play a positive role in shaping the
society we want, is the key to healing the nation.

Through this series, we hope to facilitate expert-led and moderated discussions on a variety
of issues of importance, starting with Immigration. The purpose is to:

1. Understand diverse viewpoints on the topics discussed and share ideas;
2. Work together to find common ground and formulate a solution.

In this interactive session on Immigration, Tom Carroll and Kamana Mathur will provide an
overview of the current state of immigration in the United States. They will take questions
from the audience and facilitate discussion of a variety of viewpoints. At the end of the
session, they will prepare a “White Paper” or Blueprint for suggested reform. The dialogue
will be informative and constructive, shedding light on our current immigration landscape and
proposing practical solutions.

Tom Carroll (RPCV Lesotho) currently teaches a course: “Cultural Anthropology of a
Multicultural Nation” focusing on migration and immigration trends in the United States

and Kamana Mathur (RPCV Nepal), an immigration attorney and former Consular Officer with
the Department of State, has taught a course entitled “Why Our Immigration System is
Broken and How We Can Fix It”.

Those interested in learning more about the topic and willing to listen as well as share their
views in a polite and respectful manner are invited to participate.

For more info, click here. https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/16854014. To
register click on below link.

REGISTER



Do you feel the need ...
the need for speed?

Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 1 pm
at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in
Chantilly, VA

What makes an airplane speedy? Why can
some go faster than others? What tradeoffs
come with the ability to break the sound
barrier? Join us to learn about our
fascination with things that go fast.

See unique aircraft and talk with pilots of
historic and modern aircraft, on display
outside the Museum for one day only. Event
is free but it costs $15 to park outside the
museum.

Innovations in Flight | National Air and Space
Museum

We will meet at 1 PM (ending at 3 PM) inside
the museum on the right hand side as you
enter the building.

REGISTER

Strengthening Youth
Resiliency on July 30"

On July 30t from 3:30 - 4 PM NOVA RPCV
will meet with 15 youth (8th-12th grade) as
part of the DC Marion Barry Summer Youth
Employment Program (SYEP) at the City
Kids Wilderness Project. The projectis a

Summer Potluck
Gathering Sunday, June
28th

Join us for our Summer Potluck Gathering
on Sunday, June 28th at 5pm! This event
will be held in the home of Cameroon and
Zambia RPCVs Tom and Felice Kennedy in
Vienna.

At the gathering, Tom Carroll (RPCV
Lesotho) who currently teaches a course:
“Cultural Anthropology of a Multicultural
Nation” focusing on migration and
immigration trends in the United States

and Kamana Mathur (RPCV Nepal), an
immigration attorney and former Consular
Officer with the Department of State, who
taught a course entitled “Why Our
Immigration System is Broken and How We
Can Fix It” will discuss the State of
Immigration in America. The dialogue will be
informative, shedding light on our current
immigration landscape and proposing
practical solutions.

Speakers

Tom Carroll, Ph.D., is a cultural
anthropologist who served as a Peace Corps
volunteer in Lesotho in 1967-69. He did
research at Clark University and Columbia
University. He was a U.S. Department of
Education Senior Program Officer and CEO
of the National Commission on Teaching and
America’s Future. He currently teaches a
course: “Cultural Anthropology of a
Multicultural Nation” at OLLI George Mason,
focusing on migration and immigration trends
in the United States.



DC-based youth development 501(c)(3)
nonprofit that offers seven (7) consecutive
years of entirely FREE out-of-school time
programs focused on utilizing outdoor
spaces and experiences to build social,
emotional, leadership, and college and
career readiness skills to small cohorts of
DC-based middle and high school youth in
both the DMV area and Jackson Hole, WY.

NOVA RPCYV will facilitate an info session
about Peace Corps (ie. history, Service
Sectors, Benefits, Peace Corps Prep,
Campus Ambassadors, etc.), lead mini
exploratory workshops on Peace

Corps service countries, and/or other
activities to address, “So What's Next - Life
After City Kids”. Youth will be introduced to a
variety of ideas they could explore after
graduating high school by participating in the
program. Whether it be college, trade
school, a gap year, internship,
entrepreneurship, or something else, the
program aims to help them set a goal, create
a plan, and achieve it.

If you're interested in participating on July

30t to help youth build their resiliency and
expand their horizons, please register below.

REGISTER

Kamana Mathur is an immigration attorney,
former Consular Officer with the Department
of State, and Asylum Officer and Public
Diplomacy Officer with USCIS. Kamana has
a law degree from George Washington
University and taught a course entitled “Why
Our Immigration System is Broken and How
We Can Fix It” at OLLI George Mason and
OSHER at Carnegie Mellon.

We will take the opportunity to mix and
mingle while sharing a meal - bring your
favorite dish or cuisine from your host
country. We encourage you to wear
something that represents your country of
service.

Location: Home of Cameroon and Zambia
RPCVs Tom and Felice Kennedy in Vienna —
address will be emailed before the event.

REGISTER
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Other RPCV Events -
RPCVs for the Arts’
book talk with Joel
Rubin on June 8th

RPCVs for the Arts is hosting a book
talk on Monday, June 8th at

8PM with Joel Rubin (Costa Rica 94-
96) who will present his new

book Saving Democratic Foreign Policy:
How Democrats Can Earn the American
People’s Trust to Lead the World Once
Again.

REGISTER in Advance for

Zoom Link: Click here to register for
Zoom link. * (Note, this is a separate link
since it is not on the 23rd day of the
month, our regular schedule)

In his newly released book, former
Obama Administration official and
foreign policy expert Joel Rubin argues
that Democrats must reclaim their
legacy as champions of principled global
leadership. As isolationism and
authoritarianism rise both at home and

What Life & Career Needs Do Peace Corps
Volunteers Have After Service?
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RPCVnexus - Let’s give
the next generation a
higher starting point

Can you spare 5 minutes to share your career
journey after Peace Corps Service and what
helped along the way? Complete both parts, 3
winners get $100 _Share your career story here!

The transition from Peace Corps service to a
career can often feel like navigating a complex
maze without a map. We're working

with_ RPCVnexus to bridge this gap between
service and professional fulfillment. Whether
you're a seasoned pro from the '70s or you just
closed your site, your wisdom is the foundation
our community needs.

L4 The Goal: Use the insights of RPCVs to
further build resources and discussions so the
Volunteers of tomorrow can more easily navigate
their next steps with confidence through career
services and professional development
opportunities

.4 The Proof: Show the world that Peace Corps
is the ultimate springboard for leadership and
innovation.

L4 The Perk: If you have an extra 10 minutes for
Part Il, you'll be entered to win one of three $100

Gift Cards! &

Once the survey closes in August, RPCVnexus
will compile all the information and host open
community discussions in the fall to look at
feedback and build new programming based
on our collective needs.

Add your experience for others to learn
from: [Link:_https://forms.gle/2Ed5tPgxdjv7pP786]




abroad, Rubin makes a compelling case
for why robust international engagement
is essential not just for world stability —
but for American prosperity and security
at home.

Drawing on decades of experience in
diplomacy, Congress, and American
politics, Rubin outlines a bold strategy
for making foreign policy a political asset
for the Democratic Party. With clarity
and urgency, he connects the
importance of robust international
engagement to the everyday concerns
of the American people, so that
Democrats can both win elections and
govern effectively on foreign policy. This
is a rallying cry for how Democrats can
once again lead globally—through
pragmatism, patriotism, and populism —
by making foreign policy a winning
political issue for the party.

ABOUT JOEL RUBIN

Joel Rubin is a former Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs
in the Obama Administration, a foreign
policy expert, and a seasoned
Democratic political strategist. With
nearly three decades of experience in
foreign policy, politics, and elected
office, Rubin began his career as a
Peace Corps Volunteer and has served
in senior roles across the State
Department and the U.S. Congress,

as well as in the Jewish and foreign
policy advocacy communities. He is the
founder of Washington Strategy Group,
a foreign policy consulting and public
relations firm, and is the author of The
Briefing Book, a Substack bestseller,
with nearly 50,000 subscribers. A
prominent television commentator on
foreign policy and American politics,
Rubin has appeared on television more
than 2,000 times on diverse cable news
outlets, ranging from MS NOW to CNN
to Newsmayx, to Fox News, NewsNation,
i24, and the BBC.

A passionate advocate for American
global leadership rooted in democratic
values, Rubin brings deep policy
knowledge and political insight to one of



the most urgent conversations of our
time.

Click here to get Joel's book on Amazon.

NPCA's Annual
Advocacy Day on the
Hill July 20th -
Supporting Peace
Corps

This day of action unites our community to
advocate for a more robust, effective, and
well-funded Peace Corps, and support other
Peace Corps legislation.

NPCA invites you to extend your visit to
Washington, D.C., after Peace Corps
Connect and participate in Hill Day. This
dynamic event offers a unique opportunity to
join fellow Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers, former staff, and other friends
engaging with lawmakers and congressional
staff.

HILL DAY

IULY 20, 20626

Hill Day begins in the morning and runs
throughout the day, culminating in an end-of-
day celebration, where we will reflect on our
collective efforts.

Deadline to register is July 2, 2026. If you
have any questions, please reach out to
NPCA through
advocacy@peacecorpsconnect.org.

Tickets

The maximum number of ticket(s) per person
for this event is 4.

REGISTER

Peace Corps News

Christopher Landau serves as Acting Peace Corps
Director



Christopher Landau is the Acting Director for the Peace Corps, as well as the 23rd Deputy
Secretary of State. During President Trump’s first administration, Acting Director Landau
served as United States Ambassador to Mexico from 2019 to 2021. Before and after his
tenure in Mexico, he was engaged in the private practice of law in Washington, D.C. for more
than three decades.

As Ambassador to Mexico, Acting Director Landau presided over the United States’ largest
diplomatic mission and fostered unprecedented bilateral cooperation that yielded results
including the ratification and entry into force of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Free Trade
Agreement, protection of border commerce and regional supply chains during the pandemic,
and the lowest levels of illegal migration in years.

Acting Director Landau’s legal practice focused on appellate litigation. He has briefed and
argued cases involving a wide variety of topics in the U.S. Supreme Court and all of the
federal courts of appeals.

Acting Director Landau was born in Madrid, Spain, where his father George Landau (later
United States Ambassador to Paraguay, Chile, and Venezuela) was stationed with the U.S.
Foreign Service. Acting Director Landau brings his perspective as both a recent United States
Ambassador and upbringing in the foreign service, as well as his extensive legal background,
to his current position.

A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, Acting Director Landau clerked twice
at the Supreme Court, first for Justice Antonin Scalia and then for Justice Clarence Thomas.
He is fluent in Spanish and proficient in French. He is married to Caroline Bruce Landau, and
they have two adult children, Nathaniel and Julia.

https://www.peacecorps.gov/about-the-agency/leadership/

Peace Corps Connect 2026 — July 18-19, 2026

Peace Corps Connect 2026 brings together RPCVs, students, and global changemakers for
two days of learning, reflection, and celebration. This year’s conference celebrates 65 years
of Peace Corps and 250 years of American history, renewing our shared commitment to
national service and translating it into real collaboration, advocacy, and peacebuilding. For
details: Home | Peace Corps Connect 2026

Recognize Peace Corps Volunteers—past and
present—with a Congressional Gold Medal!

Take Action to Support the Peace Corps in Congress. The Peace Corps is approaching its
65th anniversary — a perfect time to honor its legacy and Volunteers with a Congressional
Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor from Congress.

Just prior to the government shutdown, a bill was introduced to Congress. The bipartisan
Peace Corps Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2025 (H.R. 5521) would award the
Congressional Gold Medal to all Peace Corps Volunteers, past and present, recognizing over
six decades of global impact and partnership. This initiative not only honors history, it also
reinvigorates America’s commitment to national service. The Peace Corps needs more



Volunteers, and this recognition helps elevate awareness, pride, and recruitment for our next
generation of grassroots ambassadors and peacemakers.

Peace Corps family, if you can, please send a message to your Representative urging them
to cosponsor H.R. 5521: Recognize Peace Corps Volunteers with a Congressional Gold
Medal | National Peace Corps Association

Before sending a message, you can read the full bill text here: Text- H.R.5521 - 119th
Congress (2025-2026): Peace Corps Volunteers Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2025 |
Congress.gov | Library of Congress

Thank you for honoring Peace Corps so we may continue to inspire and engage new
Volunteers!

RPCV/NOVA RPCV is looking for event hosts for
this year!

Do you have a house or apartment where you would be willing to host a (small) group for an
event such as a potluck? Or do you have access to a reasonably priced rental space (like a
condo community room)? If so, please email NOVA RPCV at novarpcv@gmail.com with your
contact details and your information on the below info! We would love to hear from you!

Questions:

What neighborhood/city are you located in? Is it metro accessible?

What kind of space can you offer?

If the space is for rent, how much would it cost? For what time period?

How many people could you host in your space? (i.e. 10-20, 20-30, 30-40, 40+)
What sort of events would you be interested in hosting?

NOVA RPCYV is recruiting a Community Service Chair!

Interested in community service projects? Working with local community service
organizations? If so, we would love to hear from you! Please submit an expression of
interest at the link below.

novarpcv.org/about-us/get-involved/




Corps Volunteers!

On May 9", NOVA RPCV enjoyed a lovely
morning with fellow RPCVs (including Steph
Shelton and Michael Svetlik from RPCV/W)
as we welcomed a new PCV heading
overseas! A special thanks to Peace Corps
recruiter Lynare Robbins who kindly invited
NOVA RPCYV to the send off. It was so
inspiring to hear from fellow RPCVs and
meet the new volunteer. We look forward to
the next send off!

Do you love to share stories? Wear your
traditional outfits from when you served
overseas? If so, please sign up with Fairfax
County Public Schools (FCPS).

Spring Trail Clean Up!

Awesome time volunteering with NOVA's
Spring Trail Clean Up! The weather was
gorgeous and loved hearing about RPCV
stories! NOVA also had its own sign! Thanks
to Jean Wintemute for organizing this event!

Welcome Daniel!

Daniel Lindbergh Lang joins NOVA as its
Activity Coordinator. Daniel is Executive
Director of the Friends of Monoglia and
Nevada Advocacy Coordinator for the
National Peace Corps Association. He



FCPS is seeking speakers from our NOVA
RPCV community interested in sharing their
experience and in-depth understanding of
the communities where they served. This
will “promote a better understanding of other
peoples on the part of Americans” -- Peace
Corps’ Third Goal.

Opportunities include showcasing your
Peace Corps experience and the
country/region you served during a cultural
heritage night or perhaps giving a short
presentation on various topics (i.e. how you
used foreign language overseas; ancient
Mali; knowledge of a particular region;
information on a subject you're comfortable
addressing -- environmental protection, civic
education, etc). Please share your info and
proposed topics in this form Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers - Third Goal Opportunities
(only shared with FCPS staff). FCPS will
contact you.

Thank you for sharing your Peace Corps
experience with Fairfax County Public
School students!

Virtual service and other opportunities!

For those who are nearing retirement or
have time, please do consider Peace Corps
virtual service or Peace Corps response.

Peace Corps - Serve Online Through
Peace Corps Virtual Service Pilot

Peace Corps - Short Term, Skilled
Volunteering with Peace Corps Response

completed before the COVID-19 evacuation
a year of Peace Corps service at the
National University of Monoglia, Erdenet
School and afterward two years at the
Metropolitan Education Department of
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. He served in English
Education and Community Development and
speaks Mandarin Chinese and Mongolian.

From Bedford, Indiana, and North Las
Vegas, Nevada, Daniel now lives with his
wife in Arlington, Virginia. He works on his
Master of Arts in International Relations at
the Johns Hopkins University School of
Advanced International Studies. A Public
Service Fellow, he is interning this summer
on the press team of U.S. Senator Catherine
Cortez Masto. He aspires to become a
Foreign Service Officer of the U.S.
Department of State in Public Diplomacy. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts with honors in
journalism from the University of Nevada,
Reno, and minored in Chinese studies,
English literature, and communication
studies. He serves as a Knight of Columbus
and sings both at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church and the Cathedral of St. Matthew the
Apostle. He enjoys praying, journaling, and
getting to know the community.

"What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what
kind of difference you want to make."

-Dr. Jane Goodall
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Join Peace Corps Connect+!

NOVA RPCYV has hundreds of members but only a handful have registered on Connect+. We
need your help to encourage all our members to register! Connect+ is the brand-new virtual
village for the entire Peace Corps community. Reconnect with fellow RPCVs; build your
personal & professional network; contribute to conversations, join a group, find the latest
news and network with the global Peace Corps community. We are stronger together!

It's a great way to connect/network! When joining Connect+ you can also become a member
of the Northern Virginia Returned Peace Corps Volunteer group! If you need help to register,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to mail@novarpcv.org. Why wait?

* k k k k k k k k%

How you can help!

You can help recruit the next generation of Volunteers by sharing your unique Peace Corps
experience and how it continues to impact your life and career. Connect with your local
community through service groups, libraries, school activities and social media networks.
Your story has the power to inspire the next generation of Peace Corps Volunteers. Sign up
on the RPCV Portal to be part of Peace Corps’ Global Connections Program and become
part of the network of RPCVs available to share your story with communities in the U.S.




Welcome Quentin!

Quentin Powers joins NOVA RPCV as our Third Goal Chair.
Quentin is a Returned Peace Corps Volunteer who served in
Timor-Leste from 2023-2025. An Education Volunteer,
Quentin taught English at both a middle school and a high
school during his service. Outside of the classroom, he
supported his community’s well-being by working alongside
local counterparts to successfully construct new futsal goals
for a local court.

A native Arlingtonian, Quentin is a graduate of Yorktown High
School and holds a BA in International Studies from the
University of Michigan. In his free time, he enjoys both
playing and watching basketball and soccer, and he is a fan
of playing in trivia competitions. As Third Goal Chair, Quentin
is looking forward to the opportunity to connect with RPCVs
throughout NOVA and is excited to amplify the Volunteer
stories that make up our shared Peace Corps history.

Thank You for Your Support — Let’'s Keep Growing!

We invite you to join or renew your membership or make a Donate Now
one-time donation to help us continue building a strong,

connected Peace Corps community in Northern Virginia.
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