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Supporting Deaf Education in Kenya

In April NOVA RPCV supported PCV Audrey Cruey from Madison County, Virginia on
the Kenya Education Information and Communication Technology project. Audrey is currently
serving as a Deaf Educator in Kenya. This project aims to strengthen digital skills for
teachers and Deaf students at a school in western Kenya by procuring a printer and a



desktop computer. The school community identified learning materials adapted for special
needs as a priority, and the new equipment will support training that helps teachers and

students improve their digital literacy.

Students will take part in interactive lessons that teach basic computer skills, internet use,
typing, and computer etiquette and safety. Teachers and school staff will receive professional
development from an information technology professional and Peace Corps Volunteers on
how to use and maintain the printer and desktop computer. This training will also show
teachers how to create and print learning materials and assessments that are adapted to

Deaf students’ visual learning needs.

Reliable access to printing and computer technology will help teachers prepare resources
that match the curriculum while supporting the communication and learning styles of Deaf
students. This is expected to strengthen classroom instruction and improve learning

outcomes.

The school has prepared a safe and secure space for the new equipment and is ready to
install and maintain continuous internet access. Teachers and students are eager to use
these tools to create a more supportive, Deaf-friendly learning environment. By increasing
access to technology and strengthening digital skills, this project will help the school respond

to its community-identified educational goals.

Jeopardy Happy Hour!

NOVA RPCVs had a fun and festive happy

hour with Jeopardy Winner Quentin Powers
(East Timor 23-25). We learned a lot about
his fascinating country of service as well as
about his experience on Jeopardy. Quentin
also led us in a Peace Corps-infused game
of Jeopardy. Check out the game board!

Thanks to all the RPCVs & Jefferson Manor
neighbors who celebrated 65 years of the
Peace Corps by helping us plant 65 native
trees plus lots of perennials at Fairfax
County's Jefferson Manor Park in
Alexandria. We were delighted to welcome
Supervisor Rodney Lusk (Franconia District)
who joined us for the tree planting.
Supervisor Lusk was one of several Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors who honored

Peace Corps at a March 3rd ceremony
where the Board read a proclamation lauding
Peace Corps for its many contributions both
overseas and at home where RPCVs
volunteer on a myriad of initiatives.

NOVA RPCV’s hands-on service created
vital wildlife corridors for birds, pollinators
and other native species while actively
sequestering carbon to combat local climate
change, and provide cooling shade for our
community. Fairfax ReLeaf donated the
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PCCR Special
Documentary Screening
and Panel Discussion
on Almost American on

May 12th

native saplings and Fairfax County Park
Authority (FCPA) who manages the parkland
provided the perennials from native plant
nursery Earth Sangha.

Holi Festival of Colors
Celebration

On May 3“’, NOVA celebrated Holi -- the
vibrant "Festival of Colors" -- marking the
arrival of spring! In partnership with RASA,
this lively event invited our community to
gather for an evening of authentic Indian
flavors, music, dancing and festivities. This
celebration was a wonderful opportunity to
honor the spirit of cultural exchange and
global friendship as we reconnected with
fellow volunteers to enjoy the sights and
sounds of this joyous cultural milestone.

Join us for Spring trail
cleanup Saturday May
16th at 10 AM!

Where: 1550 Glade Dr, Reston
(Parking lot of the Glade Pool at the corner



Peace Corps Community for Refugees
(PCCR) presents a Special Documentary
Screening and Panel Discussion on Almost
American on May 12th. The film follows Sam
Soliman, a DACA* recipient navigating life in
the United States without a clear path to
citizenship. Sam’s situation becomes urgent
when his mother is deported to the
Philippines by ICE, leaving their family in a
state of uncertainty and separation.

pccdrefugees.org/documentary-screening-
may-2026/

Hard and Soft Skills Learned from the
Performing Arts Creative Process
and Intersecting with the Business World

ADAPTABLE
SUCCESS

ERIK K. WALLER

of Glade Dr & Soapstone Dr. in Reston)

Grabbers and trash bags will be supplied by
the Reston Association.

Everyone should wear gloves. If you do not
have gloves, please contact us prior to the
trail cleanup at novarpcv@gmail.com and we
will bring gloves for you.

The trail cleanup will end at 11:30 am with an
optional event afterwards for lunch together
at De Clieu Coffee and Sandwich shop in
Reston https://www.coffeedeclieu.com/

REGISTER

OTHER RPCV EVENT -
RPCVs for the Arts

RPCV MEMOIR
WRITING
WORKSHOP on May
23rd!

Join us Tuesday, May 23rd at 8:30pm for
author Erik Waller who will present his
book Adaptable Success: Hard and Soft
Skills Learned from the Performing Arts
Creative Process and Intersecting with the
Business World. Erik will discuss how his
Peace Corps experience in two regions of
the world inspired this book. The second
half of the session will feature our open
mic, where participants can share short
excerpts of their work.

Adaptable Success is a book about the
focus on soft skills learned and developed

from the arts creative process of acting, dance, and music, intersecting with the business
world, while adding value to the workforce development.

In this book, you'll learn about things like...

« The soft skills essential for employees in the workforce development to shape good

organizational behavior in the workplace.

» Educational and economical value of the arts with strategic partnerships from the

private, public, and federal organizations.



* Why STEAM and not just STEM should be a more concentrated focus in

America's education system.

« Embedded creative arts experience with Robotics, Automation & Artificial Intelligence
partnerships.

You will love this book if you are a thought leader who has made professional and personal
life transitions. The book speaks to aspiring performing artists, business leaders, educators of
all levels, and professionals across most industries.

Author Bio

Erik Waller is a Returned Peace Corps Volunteer who has served twice. The first journey
was in Honduras in 2008 as a Municipal Development Volunteer, and the second was in

the Republic of Georgia in 2016 as an NGO Advisor. Erik studied Theater at George Mason
University, completed his master's work in Arts Management at American University, and took
Executive Education courses in International Business and Policy at Georgetown University.
Erik has served on the boards of non-profit arts organizations. Erik was inspired to write this
book because he felt it was a good therapeutic outlet during the pandemic, and saw how the
COVID Pandemic was affecting how we need to adapt and perform in our jobs and
communicate with our colleagues, family, and friends. He writes about his passion for

the performing arts intersecting with business. He emphasizes the importance of leaning into
our soft skills as we transition to the virtual world for professional and personal delivery of our
objectives and goals. He is a global citizen with experience in non-profit business
development. Erik has a global and forward-thinking mindset with a passion for the arts as
well as international relations.

® RPCV Memoir Writers' on the 23rd Each Month @ 8:30PM EST - Virtually on Zoom

Register in advance for the Zoom link:
https://lus02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/3FayHPPxT _GVcMznuWk9CQ

Come write, share, and connect with fellow RPCYV storytellers. €

"How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to
improve the world."

-Anne Frank

May 21 Sting Concert at
Wolf Trap




Join NOVA RPCVs for an evening at Wolf
Trap on Thursday, May 21st at 8pm. Sting
will be playing at this venue once again, after
many other sold-out shows. Always a fun
time. Lawn tickets are available for $53 at
the box office - not sure how long they will
last.

Bring blankets or low chairs and a picnic to
share. Hope to see you there!

“Sting will be performing live at Wolf Trap
National Park for the Performing Arts in
Vienna, VA on May 21st, 2026, at 8:00 PM.
Known for his unique blend of rock, pop,
jazz, and world music, Sting promises an
unforgettable concert experience. Attendees
can expect a mix of classic hits and new
material, making it a must-see event for both
long-time fans and new listeners alike.”

REGISTER

Summer Potluck Gathering Sunday, June 28th

Do you feel the need ...
the need for speed?

Saturday, June 13, 2026 from 10:00 am to
3:00 pm

at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in
Chantilly, VA

What makes an airplane speedy? Why can
some go faster than others? What tradeoffs
come with the ability to break the sound
barrier? Join us to learn about our
fascination with things that go fast.

See unique aircraft and talk with pilots of
historic and modern aircraft, on display
outside the Museum for one day only. Event
is free but it costs $15 to park outside the
museum.

Innovations in Flight | National Air and Space
Museum

We will meet at 1 PM (ending at 3 PM) inside
the museum on the right hand side as you
enter the building.

REGISTER




Join us for our Summer Potluck Gathering on Sunday, June 28th at 5pm! This event will be
held in the home of Cameroon and Zambia RPCVs Tom and Felice Kennedy in Vienna.

At the gathering, Tom Carroll (RPCV Lesotho) who currently teaches a course: “Cultural
Anthropology of a Multicultural Nation” focusing on migration and immigration trends in the
United States and Kamana Mathur (RPCV Nepal), an immigration attorney and former
Consular Officer with the Department of State, who taught a course entitled “Why Our
Immigration System is Broken and How We Can Fix It” will discuss the State of Immigration in
America. The dialogue will be informative, shedding light on our current immigration
landscape and proposing practical solutions.

Speakers

Tom Carroll, Ph.D., is a cultural anthropologist who served as a Peace Corps volunteer in
Lesotho in 1967-69. He did research at Clark University and Columbia University. He was a
U.S. Department of Education Senior Program Officer and CEO of the National Commission
on Teaching and America’s Future. He currently teaches a course: “Cultural Anthropology of
a Multicultural Nation” at OLLI George Mason, focusing on migration and immigration trends
in the United States.

Kamana Mathur is an immigration attorney, former Consular Officer with the Department of
State, and Asylum Officer and Public Diplomacy Officer with USCIS. Kamana has a law
degree from George Washington University and taught a course entitled “Why Our
Immigration System is Broken and How We Can Fix It” at OLLI George Mason and OSHER
at Carnegie Mellon.

We will take the opportunity to mix and mingle while sharing a meal - bring your favorite dish
or cuisine from your host country. We encourage you to wear something that represents your
country of service.

Location: Home of Cameroon and Zambia RPCVs Tom and Felice Kennedy in Vienna —
address will be emailed before the event.

REGISTER

Riley Barnes nominated
as Peace Corps Director

On April 21, 2026, the White House
nominated Riley M. Barnes as Director of
the Peace Corps. His nomination was sent
to the U.S. Senate for confirmation. Riley M.
Barnes is currently the Assistant Secretary of
State for Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor (DRL) at the U.S. Department of
State. In February 2026, Secretary Rubio
designated him to serve concurrently as the
United States Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Issues.

Peace Corps
Reorganizing to
Streamline Operations
in Washington, DC

Peace Corps has re-organized to 5
geographic units.

e The Americas: Colombia, Costa
Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru

¢ North & West Africa: Benin,
Cameroon, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia,



Before assuming his current role, he held
numerous senior positions across the
Department of State, including Senior
Advisor to the Under Secretary for Political
Affairs, Deputy Assistant Secretary for DRL,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for International
Organization Affairs, Senior Advisor to the
Ambassador at Large for International
Religious Freedom, senior speechwriter for
the Secretary and member of the policy
planning staff. Prior to his time at the
Department, Mr. Barnes served as senior
speechwriter to then-Senate Majority Whip,
John Cornyn, of Texas.

Originally from Uvalde, Texas, Mr. Barnes
holds a Bachelor’s in politics from
Washington and Lee University and a
Master’s in international relations from the
Bush School of Government and Public
Service at Texas A&M University.

Morocco, Senegal, Sierra Leone, The
Gambia, Togo

« South & East Africa: Botswana,
Eswatini, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar,
Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa,
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia

o Europe & Asia: Albania &
Montenegro, Armenia, Cambodia,
Georgia, Kosovo, Kyrgyz Republic,
Moldova, Mongolia, Nepal, North
Macedonia, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Ukraine, Viet Nam

¢ Indo-Pacific & Caribbean: Belize,
Dominican Republic, Eastern
Caribbean, Fiji, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Palau, Philippines, Samoa, Timor-Leste,
Tonga, Vanuatu

peacecorpsconnect.org/peace-corps-
reorganizing-to-streamline-operations/




Peace Corps Solicits
Proposals to Place
Strategic Campus
Recruiters at U.S.
Higher Education
Institutions

In April, the Peace Corps today invited U.S.
higher education institutions to submit
proposals to host returned Peace Corps
volunteers as part-time, campus-based
recruiters. The solicitation announcement for
both community and four-year colleges,
which is posted on SAM.gov, closes on May
11, 2026.

Peace Corps - Peace

campus recruiters at U.S. higher education
institutions

Peace Corps Connect
2026 — July 18-19, 2026

Peace Corps Connect 2026 brings together
RPCVs, students, and global changemakers
for two days of learning, reflection, and
celebration. This year’s conference
celebrates 65 years of Peace Corps and
250 years of American history, renewing
our shared commitment to national service
and translating it into real collaboration,
advocacy, and peacebuilding.

For details: Home | Peace Corps Connect
2026

Meet the Peace Corps
Connect scholars!

FY 2027 Peace Corps
Funding

On April 22, 2026, NPCA urged RPCVs and
Peace Corps groups/supporters to urge their
Senators to sign the annual Peace Corps
funding letter authored this year by Senator

Cory Booker (D-NJ) before the April 27t
deadline.

The request is $479 million for the Peace
Corps in Fiscal Year 2027—an increase from
the current funding level of $410 million. The
$479 million request is equal to the
recommendation made for last fiscal year
and matches this cycle’s House of
Representatives request authored by
Representative John Garamendi (D-CA and
Returned Peace Corps Volunteer) and
Delegate Amata Radewagen (R-American
Samoa) that garnered 121 signatures.

Read more:
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/fy27-
senate-peace-corps-funding-request/

Recognize Peace Corps
Volunteers—past and
present—with a
Congressional Gold
Medal!

Take Action to Support the Peace Corps in
Congress. The Peace Corps is approaching
its 65th anniversary — a perfect time to
honor its legacy and Volunteers with a
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian honor from Congress.

The bipartisan Peace Corps Congressional
Gold Medal Act of 2025 (H.R. 5521) would
award the Congressional Gold Medal to all
Peace Corps Volunteers, past and present,
recognizing over six decades of global
impact and partnership. This initiative not
only honors history, it also reinvigorates



These scholarship recipients represent the
passion, diversity, and impact of the Peace
Corps community. You can learn more about
each individual through their bios, explore
their backgrounds and experiences, and
read why they are excited to attend this
year’s conference. From across the country
and around the world, they bring unique
experiences, perspectives, and a shared
commitment to service.

Scholarship Recipients | Peace Corps
Connect 2026

America’s commitment to national service.
The Peace Corps needs more Volunteers,
and this recognition helps elevate
awareness, pride, and recruitment for our
next generation of grassroots ambassadors
and peacemakers.

Peace Corps family, if you can, please send
a message to your Representative urging
them to cosponsor H.R. 5521: Recognize
Peace Corps Volunteers with a
Congressional Gold Medal | National Peace
Corps Association

Before sending a message, you can read the
full bill text here: Text - H.R.5521 - 119th
Congress (2025-2026): Peace Corps
Volunteers Congressional Gold Medal Act of
2025 | Congress.gov | Library of Congress

Thank you for honoring Peace Corps so we
may continue to inspire and engage new
Volunteers!




Do you love to share stories? Wear your traditional outfits from when you served overseas?
If so, please sign up with Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS).

FCPS is seeking speakers from our NOVA RPCV community interested in sharing their
experience and in-depth understanding of the communities where they served. This will
“promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans” -- Peace Corps’
Third Goal.

Opportunities include showcasing your Peace Corps experience and the country/region you
served during a cultural heritage night or perhaps giving a short presentation on various
topics (i.e. how you used foreign language overseas; ancient Mali; knowledge of a particular
region; information on a subject you're comfortable addressing -- environmental protection,
civic education, etc). Please share your info and proposed topics in this form Returned
Peace Corps Volunteers - Third Goal Opportunities (only shared with FCPS staff). FCPS will
contact you.

Thank you for sharing your Peace Corps experience with Fairfax County Public School
students!

Virtual service and other opportunities!

For those who are nearing retirement or have time, please do consider Peace Corps virtual
service or Peace Corps response.

Peace Corps - Serve Online Through Peace Corps Virtual Service Pilot

Peace Corps - Short Term, Skilled Volunteering with Peace Corps Response

RPCV/NOVA RPCV is
looking for event hosts
for this year!

Do you have a house or apartment where
you would be willing to host a (small) group
for an event such as a potluck? Or do you
have access to a reasonably priced rental
space (like a condo community room)? If so,
please email NOVA RPCV at
novarpcv@gmail.com with your contact
details and your information on the below
info! We would love to hear from you!

Questions:

What neighborhood/city are you located in?
Is it metro accessible?

ey TP

rps Valy nlegr

What kind of space can you offer?

If the space is for rent, how much would it Volunteer Oppsl

cost? For what time period?



How many people could you host in your
space? (i.e. 10-20, 20-30, 30-40, 40+)

What sort of events would you be interested
in hosting?

Join Peace Corps Connect+!

NOVA RPCYV has hundreds of members but
only a handful have registered on Connect+.
We need your help to encourage all our
members to register! Connect+ is the brand-
new virtual village for the entire Peace Corps
community. Reconnect with fellow RPCVs;
build your personal & professional network;
contribute to conversations, join a group, find
the latest news and network with the global
Peace Corps community. We are stronger
together!

It's a great way to connect/network! When
joining Connect+ you can also become a
member of the Northern Virginia Returned
Peace Corps Volunteer group! If you need
help to register, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to mail@novarpcv.org. Why wait?

overseas.

Call for Volunteers -- NOVA RPCV Board

NOVA RPCYV is seeking volunteers to help
support our growing community! We are
currently recruiting for two roles: Community
Service Chair and Interim Membership Chair
(Data). Descriptions of each may be found
at https://novarpcv.org/about-us/get-
involved/. If you'’re interested in helping
organize events, coordinate service projects,
or support membership engagement, we’d
love to hear from you! Please send a brief
Expression of Interest

to novarpcv@gmail.com by May 15th,
2026.

How you can help!

You can help recruit the next generation of
Volunteers by sharing your unique Peace
Corps experience and how it continues to
impact your life and career. Connect with
your local community through service
groups, libraries, school activities and social
media networks. Your story has the power to
inspire the next generation of Peace Corps
Volunteers. Sign up on the RPCV Portal to
be part of Peace Corps’ Global
Connections Program and become part of
the network of RPCVs available to share
your story with communities in the U.S.

May 9th at 9 AM Peace Corps Send-Off
Event: Americans Serving Abroad

Calling all past, present, and future Peace Corps Volunteers
(and family and friends, too)! Join us for Americans Serving
Abroad: A Peace Corps Forum, as we gather to honor
service, engage with Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, and
celebrate those preparing to depart for assignments



Historic DACOR Bacon House
1801 F Street NW
Washington, District of Columbia

Register at below link.

Peace Corps - Send-Off Event: Americans Serving Abroad

Thank You for Your Support — Let’'s Keep Growing!

We invite you to join or renew your membership or make a Donate Now
one-time donation to help us continue building a strong,

connected Peace Corps community in Northern Virginia.
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