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Thank you for Your Support - Let's keep growing!

Thank you to everyone who has supported NOVA RPCV! We're excited to share that our
community is growing—and it’s all thanks to you.

As we look ahead, we invite you to join or renew your membership or make a one-time
donation to help us continue building a strong, connected Peace Corps community in
Northern Virginia.

Join NOVA RPCYV via Connect+:
« NOVA RPCV membership is just $15/year now and $25/year beginning May 1, 2026.
To make a one-time donation:
1. Visit Memberships & Donations | Peace Corps Connect+
2. Click “Select Membership” under the “Donations” section

3. Click “Proceed to Pay” then "Proceed to Billing Information" and enter your preferred
amount

(Note: $10 will be added by default—just factor this into your total.)

4. The listed timeframe is a system default; your donation will be processed as a one-time
gift.

Please help us spread the word—invite fellow RPCVs to join, give, and stay connected.

We look forward to a vibrant year ahead as we continue to champion the Peace Corps
mission together!

With gratitude,

The NOVA RPCV Board



Celebrating Spring!

On March 22, NOVA RPCVs & friends celebrated Navruz/Nowruz and the start of Spring at
Rus Uz in Ballston. We enjoyed an array of Uzbek dishes including Manti and Plov and
desserts. Some of us also enjoyed a variety of flavors of Uzbek infused vodka! We had a
number of Central Asian RPCVs joining us representing Uzbekistan as well as Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan!
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Thank you for your
Support of Peace Corps
Anniversary!

A heartfelt thank you to all who joined NOVA

RPCV to celebrate Peace Corps’ 651"
anniversary in Fairfax and Richmond, VA!
We were honored by the warm reception we
received and by the recognition of RPCVs by
Virginia's General Assembly and Fairfax
County’s Board of Supervisors. Virginia's
General Assembly passed Joint House
Resolution 178 noting Peace Corps
volunteers have not only transformed
communities and fostered a greater
understanding of Americans but have
continued to engage in volunteerism,
activism, and intercultural exchange upon
their return. To date over 9,000 volunteers
have served from Virginia and in 2025, the
Commonwealth sent the second highest
number of Peace Corps volunteers abroad
with 178 volunteers.

Honorable James Walkinshaw entered a
proclamation on Peace Corps into the
Congressional Record recognizing March 1
as Returned Peace Corps Volunteers
Day/Peace Corps Day. Our sincere thanks
to Chair McKay, Supervisors Dalia Palchik,
Walter Alcorn, Rodney Lusk and Rachna
Sizemore Heizer as well as VA Senator
Saddam Azlan Salim for their support of

Peace Corps’ 5t anniversary. Coverage of
the visit to the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors was covered in a local paper
The Connection FxCo 031826.pdf.




Serving the
Commonwealth:
Applying for a Virginia
Board or Commission

Have you ever considered taking your
commitment to service to the state level?
Join a special Teams call with Marina Pugh,
a fellow RPCV (Kosovo) who now serves as
the Associate Director of Board
Appointments in the Office of Governor
Abigail Spanberger.

As a member of a Virginia board or
commission, you serve in a vital citizen role.
While these are nonpartisan positions,
appointees help shape the Commonwealth’'s
future in areas like education, health, and the
environment.

RPCVs bring exactly the kind of adaptability,
cross-cultural skill, and community-first
mindset these boards need. It's a fantastic
way to leverage your global experience into
local impact.

April 7 at 3:30pm

Jeopardy Happy Hour
with RPCV Winner
Quentin Powers (East
Timor 2023-25)

Join us for a Jeopardy Happy Hour with
RPCV Winner Quentin Powers (East Timor
2023-25) Friday, April 10th at 6PM in the
spacious and innovative Rosslyn hot spot
Upside Food Hall.

Quentin will share his story as a recent
winner on Jeopardy and lead a fun,
interactive Peace Corps-inspired game of
Jeopardy.

Also enjoy happy hour specials and a global
mix of eateries to satisfy every palate. This
is also a great opportunity to connect with
fellow RPCVs.

AboJt Quentin

Quentin Powers is a recently returned
Volunteer who served in Timor-Leste from
October 2023-November 2025. During his
time in the Peace Corps, Quentin served as
a middle and high school English Teacher in
the town of Bercoli, located in the eastern
part of the country. In addition to his primary
teaching responsibilities, Quentin completed
a PCPP grant centered on the construction
of new futsal goals for his school. Born and
raised in Arlington, Quentin is a graduate of
Yorktown High School and the University of
Michigan, where he majored in International
Studies. In his free time, Quentin enjoys
playing trivia, traveling, and watching sports.
His love of trivia led him to recently appear
on Jeopardy, where he won two games and



Register & Sara will send you the Teams link
to join the call.

In preparation for the zoom call, read this VA
Boards & Commissions page and research
boards and commissions to find one that
matches your expertise, interest, and/or
passions.

REGISTER

over 22,000 dollars! Here today to talk about
his experiences in Timor and filming
Jeopardy, please welcome Quentin Powers!

Upside Food Hall is located just above
Rosslyn Metro at 1700 N. Moore Street.
Level M2. Free parking with validation after
6pm.

REGISTER

Join us for Spring trail
cleanup Saturday April
11th!

Where: 1550 Glade Dr, Reston
(Parking lot of the Glade Pool at the corner
of Glade Dr & Soapstone Dr. in Reston)

Grabbers and trash bags will be supplied by
the Reston Association.

Everyone should wear gloves. If you do not
have gloves, please contact us prior to the
trail cleanup at novarpcv@agmail.com and we
will bring gloves for you.

The trail cleanup will end at 11:30 am with an
optional event afterwards for lunch together
at De Clieu Coffee and Sandwich shop in
Reston https://www.coffeedeclieu.com/

REGISTER

Cherry Blossom
Celebration at Mosaic

Date: April 11, 2026 | Time: 1:00 pm — 2:30
pm

Join NOVA RPCVs at Mosaic District as we
celebrate the National Cherry Blossom
Festival! We will gather for a day of spring
celebration, international friendship, and
community connection. Mosaic also hosts its
“Art Blooms” festival in partnership with the
Cherry Blossom Festival, featuring art
installations and cultural programming. This
is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate global
friendship and the spirit of cultural exchange
central to Peace Corps service.

Event address:

Mosaic District
2910 District Ave
Merrifield, VA 22031

For more information, please
visit: novarpcv.org/april-11th-cherry-
blossom-celebration-at-mosaic/

Meeting time and location:



Meet at 1 p.m. in front of “JINYA Ramen” in
the park, across from Target Parking Deck.

REGISTER

"Real change, enduring change, happens one step at a
time."”

- former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

: ,J_Iiiﬁ ¥ :
Holi Festival of Colors Celebration at Mosaic

—

Date: April 25, 2026 | Time: 5:00 pm — 7:00 pm

Join NOVA RPCVs at the Mosaic District as we celebrate Holi -- the vibrant "Festival of
Colors" -- marking the arrival of spring! In partnership with RASA, this lively event invites our
community to gather for an evening of authentic Indian flavors, music, dancing and festivities.

This celebration is a wonderful opportunity to honor the spirit of cultural exchange and global
friendship. Whether you served in South Asia or simply appreciate the beauty of international
traditions, come reconnect with fellow volunteers as we enjoy the sights and sounds of this

joyous cultural milestone.



65 Trees for 65 Years

Celebrate 65 years of the Peace Corps by
helping us plant 65 native trees at Fairfax
County's Jefferson Manor Park in Alexandria!
Our hands-on service will create vital wildlife
corridors for birds, pollinators and

other native species while actively
sequestering carbon to combat local climate
change, and provide cooling shade for our
community. Join fellow RPCVs to leave a
"domestic dividend" that strengthens our
environment for generations to come. No
experience is needed—just bring your
energy and a desire to give back to the
home soil. All welcome, including family,
friends, and allies of the Peace Corps.

April 26

Tentative time: 2 - 4:30 pm

May 21 Sting Concert at
Wolf Trap

Join NOVA RPCVs for an evening at Wolf
Trap on Thursday, May 21st at 8pm. Sting
will be playing at this venue once again, after
many other sold-out shows. Always a fun
time. Lawn tickets are available for $53 at
the box office - not sure how long they will
last.

Bring blankets or low chairs and a picnic to
share. Hope to see you there!

“Sting will be performing live at Wolf Trap
National Park for the Performing Arts in
Vienna, VA on May 21st, 2026, at 8:00 PM.
Known for his unique blend of rock, pop,
jazz, and world music, Sting promises an
unforgettable concert experience. Attendees
can expect a mix of classic hits and new
material, making it a must-see event for both
long-time fans and new listeners alike.”

REGISTER


















