NOVA RPCV Anti-Racism Resources

Category: Voting Rights/Redistricting

Key Information Points:

* Redistricting for Congressional seats occurs every 10 years based
on new census data

» Political manipulation of maps by majority party (“gerrymandering”)
historically used as a tool for disenfranchising Black voters

* Current Challenges for 2020-21 Redistricting Process:
- Rapid demographic changes (esp. in the South)

- Supreme Court cases weakening the Voting Rights Act and
denying federal court venue for gerrymandering challenges

- Delayed census information = less time for review

Tech advances allowing unlimited variations of maps based on
very detailed voter information= greater opportunity to manipulate

» Current Opportunities for 2020-21 Redistricting Reform

- Very high bipartisan public support for reform (67% of all
Americans; 56% Republicans; 68% Independents)

- Several states have adopted reforms in past decade

- For the People Act includes federal anti-gerrymandering
requirements and other redistricting reforms



Information Resource(s) Used:

- https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/emerging-fight-over-
gerrymandering

- https://www.splcenter.org/voting-rights-analysis

- https://campaignlegal.org/issues/redistricting

- https://freedomhouse.org/country/united-states/freedom-world/2021

Contact Information for Local or National Organizations
Working on This Issue:

Brennan Center for Justice: www.brennancenter.org

Southern Poverty Law Center: www.splcenter.org

Campaign Legal Center: www.campaignlegal.org

Date: 4/6/2021

This information may be included in NOVA RPCV’s online
resources about anti racism.

Signed: /s/ Patricia Deignan



