
Gentrification

Gentrification: a process of neighborhood change that includes economic 
change in a historically disinvested neighborhood —by means of real estate 
investment and new higher-income residents moving in - as well as 
demographic change - not only in terms of income level, but also in terms of 
changes in the education level or racial make-up of residents.
Source: Urban Displacement Project Gentrification Explained | Urban Displacement Project www.urbandisplacement.org

https://www.urbandisplacement.org/gentrification-explained


What it looks like: 
• Increased investment in neighborhood amenities, like transit and parks

• Changes in land use, for example from industrial land to restaurants and 
storefronts

• Changes in the character of the neighborhood, as community run 
businesses are replaced by businesses catering to new residents’ needs

• Real estate speculation, with investors flipping properties for large profits, as 
well as high-end development, and landlords looking for higher-paying 
tenants

Source: Urban Displacement Project Gentrification Explained | Urban Displacement Project www.urbandisplacement.org

https://www.urbandisplacement.org/gentrification-explained


Why it matters:  

Impact of gentrification on communities:
Physical Displacement: Residents are forced to move out due to higher cost 
of living. These residents cannot benefit from new investments in housing, 
healthy food access, or transit infrastructure.
Cultural Displacement: Changes in the make-up and character of a 
neighborhood can lead to a reduced sense of belonging.

Source: Urban Displacement Project Gentrification Explained | Urban Displacement Project www.urbandisplacement.org

https://www.urbandisplacement.org/gentrification-explained


Gentrification in DC

In 1970, DC was city was more 
than 70% African American. 

In 2015 it was below 50% African 
American. 

An estimated that more than 
40,000 black families have been 
pushed out of the District

Source: DC Policy Center 
https://www.dcpolicycenter.org/publication
s/goodbye-to-chocolate-city/

https://www.dcpolicycenter.org/publications/goodbye-to-chocolate-city/


In 1970, DC was city was more 
than 70% African American. 

In 2015 it was below 50% African 
American. 

An estimated that more than 
40,000 black families have been 
pushed out of the District

D.C. had the highest 
percentage of 

gentrifying 
neighborhoods in the 

country between 2000 
and 2013; 

Ranked 13th from 2013 
to 2017. 

(Source: National	
Community	Reinvestment	
Coalition	(NCRC)
ncrc.org)



https://riadc.com/gallery/

Google Street View
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Source:	National	Community	Reinvestment	Coalition	https://ncrc.org/about/



What we can do
• Advocacy: Support efforts on City Council. (DC has invested $100 million a year to build 

affordable housing, but critics say that housing hasn’t actually been for the lowest-income 
residents. Mayor Bowser has also pledged to build 36,000 more housing units by 2025, with at 
least one-third of it to be affordable.) 

Source: The DCist D.C. No Longer The ‘Most Intensely Gentrified City’ In U.S., Ranking Behind San Francisco And Others In New Study

• Support black-owned businesses

• Advocate to your ANC that developers must consult with local residents on new developments

• Support businesses located in low-income areas 

• Be conscious of your impact in a space

• Be a helpful neighbor (if there is conflict, talk first before calling the police; say hello to people; 
follow community/neighborhood rules)

• Watch the film “Residue” https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11568878/

https://wamu.org/story/19/10/15/heres-where-d-c-mayor-bowser-wants-to-put-new-affordable-housing/
https://dcist.com/story/20/06/18/dc-is-the-13th-most-gentrified-us-city-study/

