Why Reparations?

« Slavery and Economic Growth of the US

* |n 1860, slaves as an asset were worth more than all of America’s
manufacturing, all of the railroads, all of the productive capacity of the United
States put together,”

* Reconstruction
* Land reparation in South Carolina and Florida 400,000 acres
* President Andrew Jackson overturned the order in the fall of 1865, land
returned to White plantation owners

« Jim Crow and Sharecropping
* Systemic racism allowed White owners to illegally seize land, in Va some land
is a Country Club, Mississippi some land is oil fields, Florida some land is a
baseball spring training facility
* (Great Migration

« The New Deal and Title Il of the G.I. Bill

* New Deal Old Age (social) security and unemployment insurance did not
apply to domestics and farm workers

» Title III - aim to give veterans access to low interest loans for purchasing
houses was almost impossible for Black veterans to use (problems with VA,
redlining neighborhoods)

* Redlining Neighborhoods

* FHA and Home Owners’ Loan Corporation restricted clause pioneered
redlining - loan insurance covenant restricting sales of houses to non-
whites.

* Contract sellers created Black ghettos

* Fair Housing Act 1968

+ Effects of Redlining

* Affecting home ownership rates, home values, and credit scores.
* Inequality in funding for schools, infrastructure such as public
transportation, public safety, and economic growth zones

Resource: Ta Nehisi Coats
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-
reparations/361631/



Reparations: Current Actions

H.R. 40: Proposes a Comission to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals for African Americans Act

Introduced initially by Rep. John Conyers (D - MI) and Rep. Sheila Jackson
Lee. (D - TX) in 1989. Championed by the National Coalition of Blacks for
Reparations in America. Introduced in every Congress since. Has yet to
reach the House floor.

A hearing occurred in June, 2019: it was referred from the House Judiciary
Committee to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil
Rights and Civil Liberties. Sadly, Rep. Conyers who had retired died the
same year.

Latest hearing was held in Feb. 2021. Now supported by 173 Democratic
Representatives and 300 organizations. Rep. Jackson Lee hopeful to take
it thru markup to the floor.

Reparation estimates: upwards of $14 Trillion

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/racial-unrest-us-congress-takes-
reparations/story?id=75925706

Catholic Church: Georgetown University

Jesuits relied on slave labor and sales for more than a century to provide
support to day to day operations and help finance construction of churches
and schools everywhere.

In 1838, Georgetown University Jesuits sold 272 men, women and children
to plantations in the Deep South, knowing that life there was notoriously
harsh.



After a series of articles in the New York Times, a group of descendants
requested $1 Billion reparations. The Jesuits

pledged $100 million to atone; money to benefit approximately 5,000
descendants of enslaved people it once owned.

Initially put $15 million into a trust to support the foundation it formed. The
rest to be raised in 3-5 years. Approximately 25% to fund scholarships,
50% as grants to organizations addressing racial inequality, and some to
help older and infirm descendants.

Other acts of reparation are being undertaken by religious groups.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/15/us/jesuits-georgetown-reparations-
slavery.html

Evanston IL City Council (2019)

1st city to make reparations available to its Black citizens. Alderwoman
Rae Stevens, 5th District, also grew up there.
Historical research: her District was redlined years before.

Council created a reparations fund as part of the city budget: revenue
collected from taxing recreational marijuana sales. Also allows private
funds.

In first phase, $25,000 toward home ownership for Evanston residents who
suffered housing discrimination between 1919 and 1969. Initial funding of
$400,000 supports 16 residents.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/evanston-illinois-becomes-first-u-
s-city-pay-reparations-blacks-n1261791







